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Synopsis

Students will examine the events surrounding the 1979 Islamic Revolution, and the religious figures
who now run the country. Includes photos, glossary, additional resources, bibliography, and index.
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Customer Reviews

Although this is only one title in the Understanding Iran series, it is quite comprehensive in its
discussion, including more than just clerics. For instance, the book begins with an introduction to
Islam, including the differences between the Sunni and ShiA¢a -4a,¢a branches. ThereA¢a -4,¢s
also a history lesson, starting with the Ottoman Empire and moving through the reign of the last
shah. The American-organized coup that overthrew a legally elected Iranian government in the
1950s is also examined. When the book gets to religious leaders and how the Iranian government is
organized, the text becomes a little dense. Fortunately, an accessible format and a layout filled with
many interesting color photographs encourage readers to keep pushing. An extremely helpful book
for report writers, this also works for anyone who wants to understand how and why Iran functions
the way it does. Solid back matter, including reading lists, sources for further information, and a
glossary, add to the bookA¢a -4,¢s usefulness. Grades 6-9. --llene Cooper
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